
For Immediate Release 
October 11, 2021 

WASHINGTON SHELTERS WORK TOGETHER TO HELP DOG IN NEED 

Tacoma, Seattle, and Yakima Humane Societies work together to return a lost dog to its family over 150 
miles away. 

TACOMA, WA – On Sept. 25, Teddy Bear, a 5-year-old German shepherd dog was found by hikers in the 
Wenatchee National Forest and was brought to the Humane Society for Tacoma & Pierce County.  

After scanning for a microchip, the shelter faced a considerable feat. The dog’s owners lived over 150 
miles away in Yakima, Washington.  

“We had the opportunity to get this boy back to his family,” said Nathan Van Ness, pet support 
coordinator at the Humane Society for Tacoma & Pierce County. “Knowing there was a regular transport 
between them, we immediately reached out to Seattle Humane and the Yakima Humane Society.” 

Seattle Humane was quick to offer their “Chelsey’s Rescue Rider”, a vehicle used for long rescue trips to 
shelters in Eastern Washington and Los Angeles to pick up animals in need.  

“Our Lifesaver Assistant transported Teddy Bear and he was thrilled to do it! We love reuniting pets to 
their homes,” explains Sarah Davidson, lifesaver program supervisor at Seattle Humane. “Huge shout 
out to the Humane Society for Tacoma & Pierce County for getting him here to us so early that morning 
and to the Yakima Humane Society for coordinating his owner to pick him up.” 

The Yakima Humane Society happily agreed to take in Teddy Bear to connect him with his family. 

"The Yakima Humane Society is always excited to see a pet reunited with their owner. It was wonderful 
for our partnership with Tacoma and Seattle to be utilized in a new way," said Kelli Peal, 
transfer coordinator at the Yakima Humane Society. 

With thousands of animals in need every year in Washington State, Teddy Bear’s journey home shows 
the future of animal welfare.  

 “We’re so grateful to be a part of an animal welfare network that can come together to support an 
animal in need and we hope it will continue to build,” says Van Ness.  

About the Humane Society for Tacoma & Pierce County  
One of the oldest animal welfare organizations in the nation, the Humane Society for Tacoma & Pierce 
County, cares for around 10,000 animals every year and maintains multiple humane programs. 
Dedicated to “Making Happy Happen,” the Humane Society for Tacoma & Pierce County works tirelessly 
to protect animals, support pet owners, and enhance relationships between animals and people. Learn 
more at www.thehumanesociety.org. 

http://www.thehumanesociety.org/


About Seattle Humane 
Founded in 1897, Seattle Humane proudly promotes the human-animal bond by saving and serving pets 
in need. We provide adoption services, affordable veterinary care for our low-income neighbors, 
behavioral support and humane education, a pet food bank and additional support for pet 
owners.  Seattle Humane is located in Bellevue, at 13212 SE Eastgate Way. For directions and more 
information, visit www.seattlehumane.org or call (425) 641-0080. 

About the Yakima Humane Society 
The Yakima Humane Society was founded in 1904 and has remained committed to ending animal 
suffering and cruelty, reducing animal overpopulation, and educating the public regarding responsible 
pet ownership while promoting community kindness and commitment to their welfare. 
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