
For Immediate Release 
June 16, 2023 
 

 

 

MULTIPLE ANIMALS SUFFERING FROM SEVERE NEGLECT AND ABANDONMENT BROUGHT TO  
TACOMA ANIMAL SHELTER  

TACOMA, WA – On June 15, a pit bull with a missing tailbone and three cats abandoned in kennels 
covered in feces and urine were brought to the Humane Society for Tacoma & Pierce County within 
hours of each other. 

The 2-year-old pit bull, now named Trout, was brought to the shelter by 
Tacoma Animal Control when a community member found the dog 
running loose in the Tacoma area with a tail injury.   

Trout arrived at the shelter with the top layer of skin, tissue, and tailbone 
removed from his tail. This left an exposed, deep, and bloody wound.  

“This poor dog was suffering greatly when he arrived at our shelter,” says 
Dr. Jennifer Bennett, chief veterinary officer at the Humane Society for 
Tacoma & Pierce County. “We immediately wrapped his tail and started 
him on antibiotics and pain medication. He will need a tail amputation as 
soon as possible to avoid life-threatening infection and to live a pain-free 
life.”  

Two hours later, three cats ranging from 2 to 5 years old, were brought to the shelter by Federal Way 
Animal Control after a community member discovered three large garbage bags discarded outside the 
Federal Way Community Center. Each closed bag contained severely neglected cats in feces-caked 
crates.  

“All three cats have heavily matted and urine-stained fur and are 
getting urgent veterinary care,” says Dr. Bennett. “These cats 
have likely been stuck in the crates suffering for weeks, maybe 
longer, before being thrown away like garbage.” 

Donations are urgently needed to help Trout get much-needed 
surgery, provide medical care for these abandoned cats, and 
many more animals in need. Donations can be made on the 
shelter’s website at: www.thehumanesociety.org/suffering-dog-
and-cats.  

About the Humane Society for Tacoma & Pierce County 
As one of the oldest animal welfare organizations in the nation, the Humane Society for Tacoma & 
Pierce County cares for around 10,000 animals every year and maintains multiple humane programs. 
Dedicated to "Making Happy Happen," the Humane Society for Tacoma & Pierce County works tirelessly 
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to protect animals, support pet owners, and enhance relationships between animals and people. Learn 
more at www.thehumanesociety.org.  
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