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When Buddy came to the shelter he 
weighed nearly twice what he should.  He 
had a severe skin infection, painful joints, 
and little energy.  He was only six years 
old, but he acted like an old dog.  

So Humane Society volunteer and 
miracle-worker, Laura Moody, took Buddy 
home to foster.   The little lab mix went 
on a diet, took slow, easy walks every day, 
played with other dogs, and had lots of 
human companionship and affection.  

Soon, the pounds began to melt off.  
His skin cleared up, he began to walk 
further every week, and eventually started 
jogging with Laura.  She taught him to stay 
in a crate, ride politely in a car, walk nicely 
on a leash, and get along with cats.  He 

learned general house manners and some 
basic commands.  

A few months later, Buddy had 
dropped 20 pounds, or 40% of his body 
weight!  The “Biggest Loser” was now a 
slim, happy, playful pup bursting with en-
ergy and vitality. He was almost unrecog-
nizable from the obese, sickly dog he had 
been.   He was ready for his forever home. 

Buddy was soon matched with a lov-
ing family through Laura’s website www.
makeg8pets.com.  A week later, she re-
ceived this message from his new owner:  

“I want to give you an update on Buddy!... 
My husband and I adopted a daughter with 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and ADHD.  

The Biggest Loser

Continued on page 2
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Warrior Princess
The little kitten dashed up the 

stairs, oblivious to the cast that 
clunked against each step.  She didn’t 
seem to care that her rear leg was 
fractured, and would run back down 
the steps before her foster mom could 
corral her.  

Sue, the Humane Society’s Veteri-
nary Assistant, was trying to keep little  
“Hedda Hopper” quiet while her leg 
healed, but the little grey tabby wasn’t 
letting anything slow her down!  She 
even managed to wiggle under a closed 
door, cast and all, with less than 2” of 
space.  

Sue captured some of Hedda’s an-
tics on her blog, pitterpatsofbabycats.
blogspot.com, and the kitten soon had 
a loyal following.  Six weeks later, when 
her leg was healed, she was more than 
ready for a permanent home.     

Jim and Marci Pearson were also 
ready to welcome a kitten into their 
home, and were immediately taken with 
Hedda.  “We loved her adorable face, her 
coloring, and the fact that she’s a fighter,” 
Marci said.  “She survived a broken leg, 
and we saw how feisty she was on Sue’s 
videos.  I looked up her name, and it 

means Female Warrior.  Isn’t that fitting?”   
In her last post about Hedda, Sue 

wrote “She has so much love in her little 
body. Her new family has a wonderful fu-
ture with an endearingly persistent kitten 
either at their feet demanding to be held, 
or on a shoulder purring and rubbing like 
she just won the lottery.   Actually, she 
did.”

We’ve been told that a dog 
would help her, but the parenting 
issues have been overwhelming, 
and we knew a dog would add 
more responsibility, work, and 
stress. 

But instead, Buddy has been 
a true relief to our family.  He 
simply adores our daughter!  She 
walks him, she feeds him, she 
loves him, and in return he has 
been a real blessing.  Her PTSD 
causes major anxiety attacks, 

and we typically end our evenings with hours 
of crying.  But several nights ago, our daughter 

said “You know what, I haven’t 
cried since we got Buddy!”  And 
it’s true, she hasn’t!       

My husband has also become 
more active, and I have compan-
ionship during the day, as I work 
from home.  

This brings tears to my eyes 
as I write this… it’s only been a 
week, but I believe Buddy’s rescue 
has actually rescued our family.  
Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart!”Buddy before his weight loss.

Biggest Loser
Continued from page 1

Jim meets Hedda for the first time.



When Lakewood Animal Control 
officers responded to an abandoned 
animal call, they 
were shocked to 
find a thin, weak 
dog in a home that 
had long since been 
abandoned.  Piles 
of garbage, broken 
furniture, and animal 
waste filled every 
room.  The young 
dog could only pace 
among the filthy 
wreckage and hope 
for something better.      

The officers 
brought the young 
Pointer mix to the 
Humane Society, 
where he was evalu-
ated by veterinary staff.   Zeke had a 
variety of medical problems brought on 
by neglect and malnutrition.  He also 
had old, infected bite wounds and a high 
temperature.    
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Dear Humane Society:  
“We adopted a three-year-old Rott-

weiler mix a few months ago. 
When we got her she cringed 
whenever my husband 
looked at her, and wouldn’t 
make eye contact with 
me.  She walked around 
with her tail tucked 
between her legs, like she 
expected to be hit.  

She found a breach in our 
fence one day and raided every 
garbage can in the neighborhood.  
But that was the life she came from.  She 
had been found as a stray fending for 
herself, and that’s what she knew. 

 But in spite of what he had been 
through, Zeke was gentle and calm, allow-

ing staff to treat his 
injuries and quickly 
learning to trust 
those who came to 
feed him.

In just a few 
weeks, the good 
food, medical treat-
ment and affection 
turned Zeke from a 
confused and fright-
ened dog to a loving, 
playful and outgoing 
pet.  His personality 
began to emerge, and 
Zeke proved to be 
clownish, eager-to-
please, and intelligent.        

Just a few days 
after he was available for adoption, Zeke 
captured the heart of a young boy and 
his mom, who took him to a home filled 
with all the love and attention he could 
want.

Daisy

The Power of Love

We named her Daisy, gave her lots of 
love, and two hours a day to play on the 
beach.  Now she runs with her tail held 
high and wagging.  She is the immediate 

friend of all -- people and dogs -- 
and dances around with joy. 

It took her a while to 
realize that living with 
us meant she would be 
safe, fed, and loved. There 
was nothing to fear and 
enough good food that she 

didn’t need to raid trash 
cans.  She’s no longer afraid 

of my husband, but kisses him 
all over each night when he gets 

home.  We love her dearly.  Thank you 
for helping her find us, and helping us find 
such a great dog. “  – David and Carla
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$200,000 Raised for Homeless Pets!

Dog-A-Thon 2011, The Humane 
Society’s annual walk for homeless 
pets was the most successful ever! 
Around 1,500 people gathered 
with their dogs on Saturday, July 23 
for a day of fun in the sun, and all 
for a great cause – helping home-
less pets.  

Although it’s a day of celebra-
tion with our canine friends, the 
donations raised by the Dog-A-
Thon help all the animals at the 
shelter.  Proceeds fund the adop-
tion program, purchase kennel beds, 
cat cozies, chew toys, scratching posts 
and other equipment, provide specialty 

food for 
debilitated 
pets, medical 
treatment 
for injured 
animals, and 
supplies for 
the foster 
program.  
Funds raised 
by the Dog-
A-Thon are 
essential in 

providing quality care for shelter pets 
and helping them find their forever 
homes.  

This year, we had a record number 
of teams join in the fun -- A total of 20 
teams from local businesses, clubs, orga-

Dog-A-Thon 2011 Sponsors:
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Dog-A-Thon 2011
was presented by:

Top Individuals
Laurie Cinotto
Lynette Young
Diane Chervenak
Mikki Pieruccioni
Donna Lee Suelzle
Amanda Blilie
Ron Pace
Amy Bettesworth
Kathleen Olson
Kelly Lenaburg



event sponsors covering the 
costs associated with the 
event itself, all of the pledges 
and donations go directly to 
help animals at the shelter.

The staff, volunteers, board 
members, and animals here 
at the shelter thank all of 
our generous members and 
Dog-A-Thon participants for 
helping to save lives by mak-
ing this the best walk ever!

Remember, Dog-A-Thon is 
always the 4th Saturday in July – so mark 
your calendars now for July 24, 2012!
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nizations, or just friends and family, raised 
$93,000 in pledges!  Once again, Laurie 
Cinotto led the pack with $63,000 from 
followers of her foster blog, theitttybit-
tykittycommittee.com.  In addition, she 
auctioned art items, temporary naming 
rights to her foster kittens, and even a 
tea party with her resident spokescat, 
Charlene Butterbean.  This year, two 
young women from Canada won the 
honor of a special lunch with Laurie’s 
foster kittens and tour of the shelter and 
foster program.   

Individual walkers raised more than 
$65,000, and sponsorships, vendors, the 
barbeque, microchip clinic, matching gifts, 
and donations brought the total to more 
than $200,000.  And with our generous 

Top Teams
 Team ittybittykittycommittee
Team Maggie
Mixed Bag O’ Mutts
Tacoma Small Dog Group
Barking Bankers
Canyon Crest K9
Bank of New York Mellon Mutts
Chopper’s Holistic Pet Foods
Tacoma Dog House
Cascade Veterinary Clinic
Team Dog Lovers!
Tacoma Community College
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Humane Happenings Upcoming
pet-related events

Bunny Spa Days
Saturday, Nov. 5 and Saturday, Dec. 3
Noon - 4 p.m.
RSVP to CNorlund@aol.com
More information at
www.thehumanesociety.org

Petsmart Adoption Weekend
November 11, 12, 13 and 27
Noon - 4 p.m.
Shelter cats will be available for adoption!

Petco Special Cat 
Adoption Event
Sunday, November13
Noon - 4 p.m.
Petco locations in Tacoma, Federal Way,
Lakewood, and Bonney Lake

Off-site Pet Adoption Locations
PetSmart Tacoma – Cats 
Petco Tacoma – Cats and Rabbits
Petco Federal Way – Cats and Rabbits
Petco Lakewood – Cats and Rabbits
Petco Bonney Lake – Cats and Rabbits 
Petco Puyallup - Rabbits
Metropolitan Veterinary Hospital - Cats        
401 Fawcett Avenue, Tacoma
(253) 274-0225
New Volunteer Orientations
William Gazecki Animal Shelter.  
Next volunteer orientation:  
Sunday, February 12 10 a.m.– Noon 
(Limited to the first 100 people)
Pet Loss Support Group
Saturdays 10:00 a.m. 
William Gazecki Animal Shelter
No charge; all welcome

The Humane Society’s two vans got a facelift recently, with complete vinyl wraps that really 
make them stand out on the road!  

Colorful Facelift

Helping animals has never been easier!  
More and more of our members have 
become monthly donors by joining the 
Humane Society’s P.A.W. program (Pre-ap-
proved Automatic Withdrawal).  By having 
a set donation deducted from a 
credit card or checking account 
each month, P.A.W. members 
know they are saving the shelter 
money while doing even more 
to help animals.   

 For some people, a small 

donation each month is easier than a single 
gift, and they really add up for the animals!  
P.A.W. members receive our newsletter, 
as well as a yearly summary, but are not 

mailed fundraising appeals or 
monthy thank you letters.  It’s 
a convenient way to know 

you are helping animals in the 
most efficient and cost-effective 

way possible.  
If you are interested in learning 

more about the P.A.W. program, con-
tact Helen at 253-284-5802, or HelenH@
thehumanesociety.org. 

Lend a P.A.W.
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IN HONOR

Amy Grinsteiner Harmon &
Corey Harmon

Jennifer Gorham
Amy Wertz		

Anne Marie	  
Monica Schumaker

Diana Kiesel	  
Loretta Baker

Dougal 	  
Bruce & Juanita Hunt

Eleanor Ritter	  
Jack Ritter	  

Ernest Richard Kellenberger	  
Dolores Middlekauff

Gay Sherlock	  
Robert & Rebecca Jenkin

Gertrude	  
Virginia Rook

Helen Hickman	
Ken & Michelle Lo

Ian Strand & Chantel Orlando
Anonymous
Max & Claudia Knauss
Harold & Anne Webster

Janice Johnson & Marc Rickert
Anonymous

Jim & Mary 	  
George Holmgren

Jim Cue	  
Sharon Babcock

Joan Albu	  
Marceline Lazzari

Joe Scorcio	  
Jeff Randall		

Kathy Paris	  
Rob Alsbury

Kitty Fosters	  
Mari Voipio

Linda Chambers	  
Keith Chambers

Marilyn Kokich	  
Obren Kokich

Milo, Sissy, Zuzu & Spike	  
Nancy Clark Sumara

Mittens	  
Margaret Stack

Mr. & Mrs. Carroll Kramer	  
Cecilia Disbro

Mr. & Mrs. Harmon	  
Thomas Peck

Rick & Kathleen Olson
Anonymous
Jan Brazzell	
Robert & Mary Hammar
Nadine & William Kelley
Carroll Kramer
Leila Kramer	
Herman & Babe Lehrer	
Carolyn McDougal
Kriss & Jennifer Ott
Erica & Robert Stewart	
Carol Webster

Penny Drost	
 Janice & Bill McIlroy

Renata Bergene	 
Kathleen Holmes

Ric Teasley	  
Lois Baker		

Ruth Blanchard	 
Brian Holm		
Avery Iacobazzi
Casey Longstreth	
Taryn & Ruth

Sandy Bornejko	 
Sameer Turgman

Snarf	
Megan & John Abbott

Suzanne Brown	 
Lisbeth Wheelehan

Terry & BJ Slater	  
Richard McKinney

Walter	  
Chad & Katie Osvog

Zypher
Ralph & Barbara Tomberg

IN MEMORY GIFTS

A. Terpening	  
Donna Crueger	

Abner	  
Karen & Russell Ripp

Addie Mae Burns
Sharon Bongfeldt	

Agnes Salisbury	 
Dana Chambers	

Amanda	  
Sharon Bongfeldt

Ann Kamke	  
Harvey & Grace Hrvatin

Art Mottet	  
Shirley Lancaster	

Barbara Waldow	  
Sally Boyle		
Sharon Ely
Penny & J. James Rooks
Jacqueline Walker	

Bernice Satterlee	  
Robert & Jeanellen Hendrickson

Betty Nehser 
Ron & Joanne Hyland
Beverly Shumake

Bill Blaha	  
Eunice Kowalski	

Billie Scott	  
Marilyn & Dennis Tank

Boomer	  
Michelle Smith	

Bosco Reoppelle	  
Jackie Curtis-Faker

Brooks L. Papineau	  
Patricia Severson	

Bucco	  
Shirley Newcomb

Bunn-e	  
Onica Taylor

Buster Fong	  
Kimberly Pikul

Chloe	
Vicki Tart		

Claudia Arnette	 
Mary Sugimoto

Clay Huntington	  
William Gazecki

Comet	
 Lois Baker		

Daisie Bakker	  
Anonymous
John & Maudy Gosnell

David Gray	  
Phyllis Kaiser

David Jacob Feigert	  
Philip & Beverly Hansen

Diane Miller Ross	
Sandi & Richard Trask

Dwayne Donovan, Jr.
Linda & Patrick Doherty
Ken & Sharri Huey
Mutual of Enumclaw Insurance Co.
The Personal Lines Dept.

Ethel Puki	  	
Gary & Aileen Brunner
Mary Louise Losch
M. J. Webster

Florence McKinley	  
Shirley Lancaster

Gracie	
Lisa Ottoson

Gus	
Gail Sleet		

Guy Jacobsen	  
Ella Ricci		

Hadrian & Trajan	  
Stephen & Judy Huth

Harley	  
Jennifer Larson

Helen Bonneville	  
Robert Kalamakis
Harriet Wolverton

James B. Harris	 
Marian Remy

James Hallgren	 
William & Rose Berger

Jane J. Voget	  
Kay Farrell		

Janice Walton	  
Anne Andersen

Jean Bitow
Dwight Correll
The Jean & Ed Kelly Foundation
Bob Maeda
Roy & Joyce Maeda
Kimarie Manfre
James Overway
Robert Sprague
Randy & Marilyn Sprick
Ann Standiford	
Kim Stone	
Richard Sugimura
Donna Woolverton
Kent & Carol Wong

Jeanne C. Wight	 
Brandy O’Farrell

Joan Miraldi	  
Lisa Bachand	
Patricia & Donald Clifford
James & Kathryn Crippen	
Ann Hagerhjelm
Barbara Scott

John Boyle	  
Sally Boyle		

John Osmer	  
Laurie Cinotto	  
Craig Miller

John R. Roman	  
George Vanek

June P. Mosby		
The White Family

Karin Clendenon	  
Terry & Mary Huber
Debora Olson

Kate	
Patricia Holland

Kitty	
Karen & Russell Ripp

Kylie Merk	  
Milo & Monnie Moen

Lady	
Willa Price		

Lane Miller		
Image Sensor Solutions -
Eastman Kodak Co.

Larry Pentecost	 
Carroll Kramer	
Leila Kramer

Lena	  
Vicki Tart

Linda Ackerman	 
Bev Sayle		

Loki & Thor	  
Linda Shroads

Lucy Hendrickson	  
Milo & Monnie Moen

Lucy Waldron	  
Shelley Dugan

Lynn Parent	  
Sheryl Stich		

Marjory Lassen	 
The Lunch Bunch
Kelly Lyons		
Gertrude Richter

Marvin Schultz	 
Linda Harbin

Mary Rohner	  
Venette Hagen

Max & Dooney	 
Sandi & Richard Trask

Merlin	
Brenda Carlock	  
Michael Schultz

Mia 
Jan, Laura & Ben Lind

Midnight Kitty	  
Robert & Celeste Paulson

Missie	
 John & Maudy Gosnell

Mittens
 Margaret Stack

Molly	  
Karen & Russell Ripp
Vicki Tart

Monte	  
Robert Meservey

Mr. Paws	  
James & Annemarie Baldes

Muggins	  
Valorie & Bernie Tresner

Murphy	  
Paul & Leslie Brantner

Naomi Bonneville	  
Jo Emery		
Venette Hagen	
Stanley & Delores Little	

Nora Millhouser	  
Dana Chambers

Pam VanHouten	 
Gene VanHouten

Peanut	
 Vicki Tart		

Phoebe Rhyan	  
Kathryn Thompson

Pinky, Levi & Andy	  
Mari Voipio		

Rachel Grunberg	  
Sharon Bongfeldt

Rebar	  
Linda Patterson

Rick Buse		
Jane & Brad		

Ricky
Anonymous
Brookshire Green Foundation
Barb Christensen
Joel Erlitz
Cynthia Hayward	
Jack Lambert	
William Newell
Jonathan Roberts
Andrea Selig	
John & Mescal Smith	

Rita Meyers	
Edward Rhodes

Ron Weldon
Gail, David, Elisa & Garrett Dawson

Rosco	
 Barb Anderson

Rose Brau	  
Florence Ohanian

Rosemary (Roney) Mallon	
Selinda Sheridan

Ruby Carson	  
James Rutledge

Sadie	  
Keith Chambers

Samantha	  
Anne Drebin

Sammy	  
John & Chyrl Staehely

Sasha	
 Vicki Tart

Sawyer	  
Ellie Siegmund

Shannon French	  
Mary Venekamp

Sheba	
 Jayne O’Donnell

Shirley Vanek	  
George Vanek

Skylark Good	  
Linda & Lucille Thompson

Sofia Rose		
Pierce County ESB

Sparkey	  
Jayne O’Donnell

Star	
Robert & Jeanellen Hendrickson

Stella	  
The Holcomb Family

Steve	
Karl Hill 
Christina Lui	  

Susan Groshong	  
Michael & Barbara Fullmer

Susie	
 William & Virginia Davies

Taz Teasley	  
Lois Baker		

Virginia Breckner	  
Laura McCarty
Denise Stolaroff	

Wes Drake	  	
Betty & Clarence Hulne & Family
Don & Jean Lindberg
Jeris Ockfen	
Gordon & Janelle Personius
Patricia Sloan
Alfred & Patricia Turner



Mission

Vision

Board of Directors
2010-2011

Staff
Kathleen Olson, Executive Director
Denise McVicker, Deputy Director
Maggie Webb, Finance Director
Marguerite Richmond, Development Director
Monica Wylie, Community Outreach Director
Kim Robbins, Shelter Veterinarian
Jessica Emel, Kennel Supervisor
Carrie O’Connor, Spay/Neuter Clinic Coordinator
Cecily Joque, Adoption and Behavior Coordinator
Jean Whitehead, Animal Placement Coordinator

The Humane Society for Tacoma
& Pierce County
2608 Center Street
Tacoma,WA 98409-7694
(253) 383-2733
www.thehumanesociety.org

   he mission of the Humane Society is 
to protect and promote the well-being of 
animals and to foster positive relationships 
between animals and people.

   he Humane Society envisions a com-
munity where every pet has a permanent 
and loving home, every companion animal is 
spayed or neutered and all pets are treated 
with respect and compassion.

The Humane Society is a private, non-profit 
organization which relies on donations to 
fund its vital programs.  The Humane Society 
is not associated with any government 
agency, nor is it affiliated with any national 
animal welfare organization. 
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Lynette Young, President
Christopher Marston, Vice President
Rhonda Arnett, Treasurer
Kelly Lenaburg, Secretary
Amy Bettesworth
Holly Bukes
Michael Carney
Frances Davis
Melissa Hortsch
Carrie Kuhel
Kelly Lenaburg
Kelly Lyons
Andrea Moawad
Chad Osvog
Ron Pace
Martha Platzer
Barb Van Haren

Shelter Hours:
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri	 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.
Thursdays	 11 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturdays	 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Closed Sundays & Holidays	

Directory:

Customer Service	 (253) 383-2733
Membership & Donations	 (253) 284-5823
Spay/NeuterClinic	 (253) 284-5838
Volunteering	 (253) 284-5832

Found Pets List	 (253) 383-2733, press 1
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